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The previous version has been revised to clarify transportation supports for 
participants involved with Methadone Maintenance Treatment (MMT). 
 

Section 22.4.9 of the EIA Administration Manual has been updated to provide guidelines to 
support Directors’ or designates’ decision making on approving funds provided for 
transportation and storage fees beyond the established time frames for participants pursuing 
addictions treatment. 
 
For a participant enrolled in a residential addictions program longer than 3 months, benefits to 
cover storage costs may be extended.  Directors or designates can extend benefits for storage 
costs until the end of the residential program, provided that storage is the best option for the 
participant.  
 

The EIA program recognizes that for some participants, attending self help addiction groups or 
community-based program best suited to their individual addiction treatment needs is of 
primary importance.  In order to support participants in maintaining their addictions treatment 
plan, there are circumstances in which a Director or designate can extend transportation 
supports beyond the established three-month timeframe.  
 

Circumstances under which the benefit could be extended may include, but are not limited to:  
 self help or community based treatment appropriate for participant’s needs is not 

available in their local community; 



 participant’s privacy is in jeopardy as a result of the location of the local community 
group; 

 participant’s sponsor or other support cannot attend program in participant’s local 
community; and  

 the participant is experiencing a crisis that is impacting the progress of their recovery. 
 

The exception to the above guidelines is Methadone Maintenance Treatment (MMT).  MMT is a 
harm reduction protocol for individuals who are dependent on opiates.  Participants who 
stabilize in MMT programs can earn methadone carrying privileges or “carries”.    A carry is a 
participant’s dosage of methadone dispensed to them in advance so they do not have to attend 
the clinic or pharmacy for a supervised dose.  
 
The amount of carries a participant is granted depends on their stability in MMT.  The length of 
time required for MMT participants to earn carries sufficient to reduce their trips to the clinic or 
pharmacy vary from participant to participant.  EIA policy allows for transportation supports to 
participants in MMT programs for up to 8 months.   
 
It is anticipated that over time, all participants should locate addictions treatment options that 
do not require transportation supports.   
 


