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This circular outlines policies and procedures for entering Rent Assist shelter payments for 
homeowners into SAMIN.  EIA homeowners are now eligible for Rent Assist.  All current policies 
related to mortgages, property taxes and house insurance remain in effect, including policy and 
processes for reviewing mortgages, reconciling taxes annually and at case closure.   
 
There are two main components to Rent Assist for homeowners:  1) Rent Assist-MORTGAGE (HOUSE) 
and 2) Rent Assist-SUPPLEMENT.  Both components are lien recoverable if used for the principal 
portion of the mortgage payment.  Rent Assist-MORTGAGE refers to the Rent Assist-RENT rates 
outlined in #2014-38d.  In addition, homeowners are eligible for funds to cover house insurance 
(Rent Assist-INSURANCE) as per current policy. 
 
Policy Changes/Additions:   
 

– Homeowners with a mortgage balance owing will be eligible for Rent Assist-SUPPLEMENT.   
– Those who do not have a mortgage will not get Rent Assist-SUPPLEMENT but will continue to 

receive support for utilities, taxes and insurance. 
– If there is any indication that a current or former participant has restructured a mortgage to 

incorporate personal debt, or has opened a reverse home equity mortgage, the participant will 
not be eligible for Rent Assist for the debt, whether it is in the form of a personal loan, a line 
of credit, or a mortgage.  Generally, this policy would not apply to new applicants. A program 
specialist should be consulted when assessing eligibility where there is a restructured 
mortgage,   

– If a participant re-applies for EIA and a comparison of former and current mortgage 
documents indicates re-financing, it must be determined how the funds were spent.  If it is for 
repairs to the house, it will not impact Rent Assist eligibility and the lien will be re-activated.  
If it is determined that funds were used to reduce personal debt, EIA will provide a shelter 
payment on the original (former) mortgage amount, but not the additional amount that was 
refinanced.  

- If there was no existing mortgage and the homeowner takes out a mortgage to pay debt, 
(even if temporarily off of EIA) Rent Assist would be provided for taxes, but not for the 
mortgage.   

 
Rent Assist - SUPPLEMENT Eligibility 
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Homeowners that have a registered mortgage (which is secured against the title by a financial 
institution) are eligible for Rent Assist-SUPPLEMENT benefits.   
 
EIA homeowners without a mortgage (own the home free and clear) are not eligible for Rent Assist-
SUPPLEMENT, but are eligible for shelter guideline amounts for payment of taxes (Rent Assist–
Taxes). 
 
Allowable Rent Assist Shelter Amount 
 
The Rent Assist shelter amount should be equivalent to the relevant rent guideline amount. The 
shelter amount provided to homeowners is based on a combined amount for the mortgage (principal 
and interest) and taxes.  
 
If actual mortgage and taxes combined are equal to or are more than the rent guideline amount, the 
tax amount should be entered into the budget first. The remaining amount should go towards the 
mortgage. If eligible, the Rent Assist-SUPPLEMENT will be added automatically to the budget on 
INNE, as long as the mortgage field has a number greater than zero in it. 
 
The monthly tax payment or 1/12th of the annual net tax amount excluding any pre-payment credits 
or late payment penalties is to be considered as the monthly tax amount.  If taxes are being paid or 
reimbursed on an annual basis, 1/12th of the annual tax amount must be entered.  If the annual 
taxes exceed the total yearly rent guideline rate, the department only pays up to the guideline rate. 
 

Note: If a utility is included in the tax amount, use the applicable shelter guideline amount. 
For example, for two people living in a house where the water is included in their taxes, the 
correct shelter guideline with water included is $303.00. 

 
As with any shelter situation, all payments attached to these shelter situations, including mortgage 
principal and interest, and taxes, must fall within the shelter guideline amount for the case, except in 
extenuating circumstances as approved on a case by case basis by the Director/designate. 
 


